
2015 ADVANCED LEADERSHIP FELLOWS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Amy Abrams
Amy Abrams has been President, Abrams Foundation, an annual grant making program focusing 
on education and the arts, based in Massachusetts. 

Warren Adams
Warren Adams has been Founder, CEO and Chairman, Patagonia Sur, a conservation company 
that invests in, protects, and monetizes scenically remarkable and valuable ecosystems in 
Chilean Patagonia, based in Massachusetts. 

Sutapa Banerjee
Sutapa Banerjee has been CEO, Private Wealth, at Ambit Capital Private Limited, based in India.

Gay Elizabeth Browne
Gay Elizabeth Browne has been Founder and CEO, Greenopia, the independent rating system 
for eco-friendly businesses and services making it easy to eat, shop and live green, based in 
California. 

Tushara Canekeratne
Tushara Canekeratne has been CEO and Founder, Nadastra, a global services company that 
leverages worldwide resources to optimize clients’ operational efficiency and excellence, based 
in Massachusetts. 
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Alfonso Carrillo
Alfonso Carrillo has been Founder and Partner, Carrillo and Associates, a law firm, based in 
Guatemala. 

Lorraine Carrillo joins Alfonso Carrillo as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 

Nouzha Chekrouni
Nouzha Chekrouni has been Ambassador, Kingdom of Morocco, based in Canada. 

Thomas E. Dans
Thomas E. Dans has been President and Co-founder, Texana Pecan Investors, LLC, which grows, 
processes and markets premium pecans, based in Texas.  

Tom Dery
Tom Dery has been Worldwide Chairman, M&C Saatchi, an international advertising agency 
network, based in Australia.  

William R. Ebsworth
William R. Ebsworth has been Chief Investment Officer, Fidelity Strategic Advisers, a registered 
investment adviser and Fidelity Investments company, based in Massachusetts. 
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Eduardo Elejalde
Eduardo Elejalde has been Founding Partner, Latin American Enterprise Fund Managers, LLC, a 
private equity funds manager, based in Colombia. 

Mark Epstein
Mark Epstein has been Senior Vice President, Development, Qualcomm, Inc. a semiconductor 
company, based in California.

Amoretta Hoeber joins Mark Epstein as an Advanced Leadership Partner.

Charles M. Fleischman
Charles M. Fleischman has been President, Digene Corporation, a molecular diagnostics 
company, based in Maryland. 

Lisa Claudy Fleischman joins Charles Fleischman as an Advanced Leadership Partner.

Michael W. Gibbons
Michael W. Gibbons has been President and Founder, Fairmont Capital, Inc., a private venture 
capital and investment company, based in California. 

Karen F. Green
Karen F. Green has been Partner, Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, LLP, a law firm, based 
in Massachusetts. 
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Akhilesh Gupta
Akhilesh Gupta has been Chairman, Blackstone-India, a private equity firm, based in India. 

Deborah Hannam
Deborah Hannam has been Founder, Hannam Advisors, an executive search and consulting firm 
specialized in the European Private Equity sector, based in the United Kingdom. 

Robert Lee Heckart
Robert Lee Heckart has been Senior Counsel to Senator Carl Levin, (D-MI), based in 
Washington, DC.

Peter R. Holbrook, M.D. 
Peter R. Holbrook has been Chief Medical Officer, Children’s National Medical Center, based in 
Washington, DC. 

Kenneth Kelley
Kenneth Kelley has been CEO PaxVax, Inc., a specialty vaccines company focused on the travel 
and biodefense markets, based in California. 

Lisa Kelley joins Kenneth Kelley as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 
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Michael (Mick) Kent
Michael (Mick) Kent has been Group Chief Executive, Bromford, a social enterprise that 
provides affordable housing and support services, based in the United Kingdom. 

Jagannatha Kumar 
Jagannatha Kumar has been Senior Executive Vice President, Reliance Industries Limited, an 
Indian conglomerate holding company operating in several business sectors, based in India. 

Steve Leveen
Steve Leveen has been the CEO and Co-Founder, Levenger, a multi-channel retailer for those 
who read, write, and work with ideas, based in Florida.

Lori Leveen joins Steve Leveen as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 

Patricia López Aufranc
Patricia López Aufranc has been Partner, Marval O’Farrell & Mairal, a law firm, based 
in Argentina. 

Hector A. Mairal
Hector A. Mairal has been Partner, Marval O’Farrell & Mairal, a law firm, based in Argentina. 
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Philip Maritz
Philip Maritz has been Co-Founder and CEO, Maritz, Wolff & Co., a hospitality investment firm, 
based in Missouri. 

Jennifer Maritz joins Philip Martiz as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 

Judy Perry Martinez
Judy Perry Martinez has been Vice President and Chief Compliance Officer, Northrop Grumman 
Corporation, an aerospace and defense technology company, based in Louisiana. 

Anne Welsh McNulty
Anne Welsh McNulty has been Co-Founder and Managing Partner, JBK Partners, with 
businesses including investment management and a private philanthropic foundation, based 
in Florida.

Horst Melcher
Horst Melcher has been President, Deutsche Telekom AG, Japan, a German telecommunications 
company, based in Germany.  

Thomas Middleton
Thomas Middleton has been Senior Managing Director, Blackstone, a private equity firm, based 
in New York. 

Louise Middleton joins Thomas Middleton as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 
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Leonard Miller
Leonard Miller has been Founding Partner, Swidler & Berlin, LLC, an energy and environmental 
law firm, based in Washington, D.C. 

Susan Miller joins Leonard Miller as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 

C. David Moody, Jr.
C. David Moody, Jr. has been President and CEO, C.D. Moody Construction Co., a construction 
company, based in Georgia. 

Winifred White Neisser
Winifred White Neisser has been Senior Vice President, Movies for Television and Miniseries, 
Sony Pictures Television, based in California. 

Michael Pepe
Michael Pepe has been Executive Chairman, SV Investment Partners, a private equity firm 
focused on middle market business services, based in New York.          

Jacques P. Perold 
Jacques P. Perold has been President, Fidelity Management & Research Company, the 
investment advisor for Fidelity’s family of mutual funds, based in Massachusetts. 
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Mário Antônio Porto Fonseca
Mário Antônio Porto Fonseca has been CEO, Usiminas Steel Solutions, a multinational steel 
producer, based in Brazil.  

Keith Raffel
Keith Raffel has been Senior Vice President and Chief Commercial Officer, Complete Genomics, 
a life sciences company, based in California. 

Douglas Renfield-Miller
Douglas Renfield-Miller has been Chief Operating Officer and Chief Compliance Officer, Libra 
Advisors LLC, a long/short equity hedge fund, based in New York. 

Jim Sherriff
Jim Sherriff has been Chairman and CEO, Cisco China, a multinational corporation that designs, 
manufactures and sells networking equipment, based in Texas.

Karen Sherriff joins Jim Sherriff as an Advanced Leadership Partner. 

Montgomery Simus
Montgomery Simus has been Co-Founder / Chief Executive Officer, Frontier Tower Solutions/
Bayat Group, a conglomerate with global operating interests in emerging markets to create 
wireless communication infrastructure, based in Nevada. 



2015 ADVANCED LEADERSHIP FELLOWS BIOGRAPHIES
- continued - 

Dame Jennifer Smith
Dame Jennifer Smith has been the first elected female Premier of Bermuda and the first premier 
who was not a member of the United Bermuda Party. She has also been Bermuda’s Minister of 
Education.

Lauren States
Lauren States has been Vice President, Strategy and Transformation, Software Group Sales 
Division, IBM, based in New York. 

Ken Creary joins Lauren States as an Advanced Leadesrhip Partner. 

Denis Weil
Denis Weil has been Corporate Vice President; Innovation, Concept + Design, McDonald’s 
Corporation, based in Illinois. 


